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Second Grade 
Immigration History 

Standards Alignment 

The National Center for History in the Schools  
National Standards for History (1996) 

Standard 5A – Students understand the movements of large groups of people into 
his or her own and other states in the United States now and long ago. 

 

National Council for the Social Studies  
Curriculum for Social Studies (1994) 

Standard 1 – Culture 

Standard 2 – Time, Continuity and Change 

Standard 9 – Global Connections 

 

REVIEW OF SECOND GRADE UNIT "IMMIGRATION HISTORY" 
 by Dr. M. Gail Hickey, Professor of Education 

The Second Grade History Unit "Immigration" represents a strategy for introducing 
young students to the history of the early settlement of the U.S.  Students are 
involved in meaningful, active learning experiences supplemented by film, historical 
photographs, and timelines.  The unit is based upon appropriate pedagogical 
foundations.  Dulberg (1998), for example, found engaging young students in 
instruction based on inquiry, explanation, and interaction with rich content is essential 
to their construction of historical perspectives.  Sunal and Haas (2002, p. 280) 
recommend young children be encouraged to distinguish between "fact, fiction, 
artistic license, and the need to create a story that sustains the viewers' interest" 
when film and/or video are used in the classroom. Photographs represent primary 
sources of data, which help make history come to life for young children (Hickey, 
1999). 

The "Immigration" instructional unit also draws upon curriculum standards identified 
by national educational organizations.  The National Standards for History (1996) 
recommends skills and conceptual understandings related to history to which 
students in grades K-4 should be exposed.  Standards related to the "Immigration" 
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unit include "The causes and nature of various movements of large groups of people 
into and within the United States, now and long ago".  Standards related to the 
"Immigration" unit also include the historical skills Chronological Thinking (distinguish 
between past, present, and future time; interpret data presented in timelines; create 
timelines); Historical Comprehension (identify the central question(s) the historical 
narrative addresses; draw on the visual data presented in photographs, paintings, 
cartoons, and architectural drawings); Historical Analysis and Interpretation 
(formulate questions to focus their inquiry or analysis; distinguish between fact and 
fiction; analyze illustrations in historical stories); Historical Research Capabilities 
(formulate historical questions). Each of these content standards and historical skills 
is present in one or more lessons in the second grade unit "Immigration." 
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K 
What we observe 

W 
What we think we know 

and 
What we want to learn 

L 
Where/how will we learn? 

Why do you think they’re 
doing this? 

 

 

People: 

How do you think they are 
feeling? 

 

 

When do you think this 
picture was taken? 

 

 

Objects: 

How do you know? 

 

 

Action (What are they 
doing?): 

Other questions this photo 
raises 

 

 

Where could you find the 
answers? 
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Vocabulary List 

Discrimination The practice of treating people in a less kind or fair way 
because of prejudice. Immigrants were often discriminated 
against. 

“Entry port” A city that served as a door or gate for entering the United 
States. There were many of these cities. Ellis Island in New 
York City was the most famous and the most used port. 

Foreigner A person who is from another country. 

Immigrant A person who comes into a foreign country to make a new 
home. 

Manifest A list of passengers or freight on a ship or plane. 

Native A person who was born in a certain place or region. 

Origin The point or place, from which someone comes. 

“Push/Pull factors” Unfavorable conditions in a country that pushed people to 
come to America or favorable things in America, which pulled 
them to come here. 

Steerage Inside the ship toward the bottom, usually used for cargo, was 
changed to hold passengers with bunk beds along the sides. 

Unsanitary A condition of being dirty, germ laden, unclean and unhealthy. 

Visa Something written or stamped on a passport by an official of a 
country.  It shows that the person who holds the passport has 
permission to enter the country. 
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Family Immigration History: Take Home Sheet 

In studying immigration history this month, we are learning people in the United 
States come from many different places in the world.  During the course of this unit, 
we will talk about where our ancestors once lived.  If you know any of the information 
requested below, please answer the questions to the best of your ability and return 
them to school with your child as soon as possible.   Because you may not know or 
wish to share this information for various reasons, we offer an alternative way you 
can answer the questions and participate in the class activities.  The information will 
be shared only with your child's teacher and the other children in the class.  This is a 
learning exercise only.   

 

Are you Native American?  If, so to which tribe(s) do you belong? 

 

 

Did you live in a different country before you came to the United States?   

 

 

What was the name of that country? 

 

 

If you did not immigrate, do you know where any of you and/or your child's ancestors 
lived before they came to the United States?   (For example: Kenya, Ireland, China, 
Russia, El Salvador; or Africa, Europe, Asia, South America, Central America.)  If you 
do not know this information, that's fine.  This is a chance to use your imagination 
and "adopt" a country from which you would like to imagine your ancestors 
emigrated.   
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Do you know when any of your ancestors came to the United States? 

 

 

Do you know how they traveled to arrive here? 

 

 

Do you know where they settled originally?  Do you still have family in that area? 
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Rubric 

Bringing History Home – Student Learning Chart 
 

Activity #:  Student Name:  

Unit Title:  
 

Content Goals Thorough Understanding 
Demonstrated by (4-5 pts) 

Limited Understanding 
Demonstrated by (2-3 pts) 

Does Not Understand 
Demonstrated by (0-1 pts) 

    

    

    
Totals:    

 

Process Goals Thorough Understanding 
Demonstrated by (4-5 pts) 

Limited Understanding 
Demonstrated by (2-3 pts) 

Does Not Understand 
Demonstrated by (0-1 pts) 

    

    

    
Totals:    
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Increasing Literacy through History Learning  

Correlates to Immigration History Lesson Plans 
http://www.bringinghistoryhome.org/downloads/Second/2_Imm_LessonPlans.pdf 

 

Activity 1: What is Immigration? 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

1. Vocabulary Building: Focus on "immigration." 

2. Graphic Organizer: Find home town, state, New York and Russia on maps to 
build schema for video. 

3. Questioning (before, during and after) the video to discuss Fievel's family travels 
(track on map). 

4.  Writing: family origin worksheet. 

Activity 2: KWL 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

1. Graphic organizer:  KWL Chart.  Access prior knowledge (schema) about 
immigration so far. 

2. Questioning before, during and after read aloud of Right Here on This Spot. 

Activity 3: Who and Where? 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

1. Questioning before, during and after read aloud of Watch the Stars Come Out. 

2. Determining Importance/Noting Detail- students examine a ship's manifest to 
determine if immigrants were male/female, young/old, job held. 

Activity 4: When and Why?  A Timeline 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

No activities for this lesson. 
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Activity 5: How? 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

1. Questioning before, during and after read aloud of Life at Ellis Island. 

2. Visualizing - students examine photos and compare them to images from the 
book.  

Activity 6: Life in America  

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

1. Questioning before, during and after read alouds of Going Home and Apple Pie 
Fourth of July. 

2. Visualizing: students examine photos to see immigrants in all walks of American 
life. 

3. Questioning before, during and after read aloud of Going Home. 

4. Questioning before, during, and after read aloud of The Keeping Quilt. 

Activity 7: Mind Maps 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

1. Questioning before, during and after read alouds of Going Home and Apple Pie 
Fourth of July. 

2. Visualizing: students examine photos to see immigrants in all walks of American 
life. 

3. Questioning before, during and after read aloud of Going Home. 

4. Questioning before, during, and after read aloud of The Keeping Quilt. 

Activity 8: Exchange of Cultures Festival  

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

See below. 
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Literacy Activities incorporated by BHH pilot teachers, in addition to those in 
the original BHH lesson. 

 Applied Writing - Students create passport by writing personal information. 



 

Introduction  |  Curriculum Guide  |  General Resources  |  Image Library  |  About BHH  |  Contacts  

 
Units By 

Grade:    

 
Selected Web 

Sites  

  

 

Links to Selected Websites 

Second Grade: Immigration History 

- Topic: Timelines

 Click on The Peopling of America box for timeline: 
http://www.ellisisland.org/immexp/wseix_4_3.asp 

 Landmarks in Immigration History 
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/historyonline/immigration_chron.cfm 

- Topic: Maps

 World Migrations  
http://www.ancestrybydna.com/welcome/whatisancestrybydna/migrationmap 

- Topic: Background Resources

 Ship Manifests – Q & A user’s guide 
http://www.immigrantships.net/newcompass/imnat/guides/cimorelli.html  

 
Ship’s Manifests on the Web – Over 5,000 passenger lists are available on 
this amazing site. 
http://www.immigrantships.net/index2.html  

 Indexed Links to Immigration Sites  
http://www.teacheroz.com/20thcent.htm#immigration 

 Immigrant Photo Album  
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/photo_album/photo_album.html 

 
Immigrant country of origin data – Immigration waves 
http://www.fairus.org/Research/Research.cfm?
ID=1820&c=2&insearch=1821%20and%20-1995 

 

Ellis Island  
http://www.historychannel.com/exhibits/ellisisle/ 
www.ellisisland.org 

An Interactive Tour of Ellis Island 
Students take a virtual tour of Ellis Island. 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/index.htm 

 Chinese immigration 
http://www.memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/collections/chinese/index.html

 
Northern Plains Immigrants 
http://www.memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/collections/ngp/history.html  
(Scroll down for immigration.) 

 World migrations  
http://smithsonianeducation.org/migrations/tiers/people/peoples.html 

 

Other Resources  
http://americanhistory.about.com/cs/immigration/ 
http://www.ihrc.umn.edu 
http://genealogy.about.com/cs/ports/index.htm  

 Olive Tree Genealogy – Ship’s Passenger Lists  
http://olivetreegenealogy.com/ 

Copyright 2005 Bringing History Home.org
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Booklist 

Human Migration World Map,  http://www.ancestrybydna.com/largeMap.html 

Maps of the World,  http://www.immigration-usa.com/maps/ 

Apple Pie Fourth of July (Wong, J.S. & Chodos-Irvine, M., 2002. Harcourt.) 

Escaping to America  (Rosalyn Schanzer, 2000. HarperCollins.) 

Going Home  (Bunting, E. & Diaz, D., Reprint edition 1998. HarperTrophy.)  

The Keeping Quilt  (Patricia Polacco, Reprint edition 2001. Aladdin Library.) 

Life at Ellis Island  (Sally Senzell Isaacs, 2002. Heinemann Library.)  

Right here on this spot  (Clapp, J. & Addy, S.H., 1999. Houghton Mifflin Co.) 

Watch the stars come out  (Levinson, R. & Goode, D., 1999. Bt Bound.) 
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BHH Essential Learnings Assessment 

Washington CSD  2006 

The assessment for this unit is pen and paper for students whose writing skills are 
adequate to draft a simple story based on the terms and questions listed below. The 
assessment should be oral for those students whose writing skills will not allow them 
to demonstrate their knowledge. Students are provided the list of terms and asked to 
use them to tell a story that includes what they understand about immigration. The 
assessment may be administered as a pre and post test. Especially when pre-tested, 
students should be given the option of crossing out (and so not using) terms they 
don’t know, but this option is also appropriate for post-testing. 

 

Essential Learnings Assessment Terms for 
Immigration Narrative 

Assessment 

 Children learn the definition of 
immigrant. 

 Children learn we are all immigrants. 

Immigrant. 

 Students learn Native Americans 
were the first humans to live in North 
American. 

Native Americans and/or Land Bridge.  

 Children are introduced to the 
concept of immigration waves: large 
numbers of immigrants from the 
same country sometimes left/leave 
their homeland at the same time for a 
common reason; for example, the 
Irish exodus to escape the potato 
famine of the late 1840’s.   

 Students learn about the actual 
physical process of immigrating – 
journey and arrival. 

 Students learn about processes and 
immigrant experiences at Ellis Island. 

What were some of the reasons 
people immigrated to the United 
States? 
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Essential Learnings Assessment Terms for 
Immigration Narrative 

Assessment 

 Students learn about the actual 
physical process of immigrating – 
journey and arrival. 

 Students learn about processes and 
immigrant experiences at Ellis Island. 

Ellis Island. 

 Some immigrants lived in unsanitary, 
crowded and unsafe slum housing. 

 Immigrants often used school and 
work opportunities to better their 
ways of life. 

Housing for Immigrants. 
Immigrants at School and Work.   

 




